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The Ballarat Courier Tuesday 24th 1893, Page 2 

Mr. T. Wellington was arrested on warrant yesterday afternoon on a charge of bigamy.  The charge against him 
is that he did, at Howe Crescent, Emerald Hill, on the 19th August 1882 marry Clara Curtis; Mary Wellington, his 
former wife, being then alive.  The warrant was issued on the information of Sarah Saint.  Shortly after Mr. 
Wellington’s apprehension, Mr. Robson J.P. attended at the watchhouse, and the accused was allowed out on 
bail in two sureties of £100 each.  The case will come on for hearing at the City Court this morning. 

The Ballarat Star Tuesday 24th 1893 

Thomas Wellington the well known undertaker, of Dawson Street, was arrested yesterday by Detective-sergeant 
Charles on warrant, charged with having, on the 19th August 1882, at Howe Crescent, Emerald Hill married Clara 
Curtis, his former wife, Mary Wellington, being then alive.  Accused, who was admitted to bail, will be brought 
before the magistrates at the City Court this morning to answer the charge. 

The Ballarat Courier Wednesday 25th 1893, Page 2 

Mr Thomas Wellington, undertaker, of Dawson St, appeared before the City bench yesterday morning to answer 
a charge of bigamy, upon which he was arrested on Monday afternoon by Detective Charles.  The case was 
adjourned for seven days, accused being allowed out on bail in two sureties of £100 each. 

The Ballarat Star Wednesday 25th 1893 

In addressing the magistrates at the City Police Court yesterday, Mr Morrow, solicitor for Mr. T. Wellington, who 
had been arrested on the previous day on a charge of bigamy, stated that no good purpose could be served by 
the apprehension and prosecution of his client.  The matter was one of simple malice.   

Defendant’s first wife had been divorced from him on her own application, while his second wife, his marriage 
with whom constituted the alleged offence, was long since dead. 
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The Ballarat Courier Wednesday 1 February 1893, Page 2 

The charge of bigamy preferred against Thomas Wellington, undertaker, was proceeded with at the City Police 
Court yesterday.  Mr. R.S. Barrett, instructed by Mr. H.W. Morrow, appeared for the defendant and Mr. T.A. 
Robinson for the prosecution.  The charge read – “That Thomas Wellington did at Emerald Hill in August 1882 
marry Clara Curtis, his wife Mary Wellington, being then alive”.  The first witness called was Mary White, who 
said that she was married in Ballarat on 8th May 1857 to Thomas Wellington the accused, and divorced from 
him on the 19th October 1888.  In reply to Mr. Barrett, witness said that she could not remember when she 
parted from her husband.  It was possibly in 1878-79.  The disagreement arose over jealousy, but there was no 
foundation for it.  She believed a rumour was circulated by a bad woman that she was dead. The present 
proceedings were not taken by her, for defendant was a good father and a good husband, and she still loved 
him. Witness cried bitterly in the witness box.  The Rev. Thomas King, Congressional minister at Kew, deposed to 
celebrating the marriage between a man who gave his name as Thomas Andrews, and a woman named Clara 
Curtis.  This took place on 19th August 1882.  Andrew's signed his name as Thomas Wellington Andrews, and 
then he crossed out the word "Wellington" saying he got confused.   

Witness could not positively identify the accused as the man Andrews, but the face was familiar to him.  To Mr 
Barrett - The man Andrews was not under the influence of liquor when the marriage was solemnised.  Mrs 
Miriam King, wife of the last witness, said that she was present at the marriage of Clara Curtis and Thomas 
Andrews.  She could not identify the accused as Andrews.  Mrs Sarah Carter said she knew the accused a 
consequence of certain correspondence he visited her in Adelaide in September 1886.  Accused greeted witness 
as his sister, and spoke of his deceased dearly beloved wife, referring to Clara, her sister.  He further said that he 
had been most unfortunate in regard to family matters, having buried two wives.  She did not then know that he 
had a former wife alive. Accused remained in Adelaide nine or ten days, and he repeatedly asked witness to 
return home with him.  He represented himself as well-to-do.  She came to Ballarat a week after accused, and 
took charge of his house.  They frequently talked about his deceased wife Clara. One day witness asked for her 
sister’s marriage certificate and accused procured a copy, which was forwarded to her mother, in Cornwall.  Her 
sister, according to what Wellington told her, died in 14th August 1886.  The signature "Thomas Andrews" in 
marriage certificate was like Wellington writing.  Wellington repeatedly asked her to marry him.  The first 
occasion was in 1888.  To Mr Barrett - Witness refused to marry accused, and he took her in 1887 to a house 
belonging to Mrs Faulkener. She did not leave of her own accord. She was married 23 years ago.  When she was 
living with Wellington she believed her husband was dead.  In preference to marrying accused she lived with him 
as his mistress.  He paid for whatever she required.  She had about 30 court cases in Adelaide with her husband.  
Wellington paid for her mother and three sisters to come out from Cornwall.  Her relatives lived with them for 
eleven days, and she was then taken away.  The row took place over some property which had been left by the 
deceased's sister.  Her sister Clara lived in Beaufort, with a man named Owen, but she was not married to him; 
and it was Beaufort that Wellington met her deceased sister.  Since she left Wellington she had been sentenced 
to fourteen days imprisonment for assaulting her relatives.  She was the instigator of the present case.  Sergeant 
Charles deposed to the arrest of Wellington, who said he had expected it.  He had received threatening letters re 
taking proceedings against him, and he had replied "Fire away".  Accused said that the whole affair was the 
outcome of spite, and no good would come of it, as he was divorced from the first wife, and the second was 
dead.  The marriage with Clara Curtis was admitted by him. 
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The Ballarat Star Wednesday 1 February 1893 

There was a very large attendance at the City Police Court yesterday, when the case of Thomas Wellington, 
charged with bigamy, was heard.  After a lengthy hearing, the magistrates committed the defendant to take his 
trial at the next assizes, commencing on the 17th inst.  A report of the evidence appears in another column.  In 
addition to the case against Wellington there was a long list of other cases to be dealt with by the magistrates, 
and it was after 2 o'clock before the court adjourned. 

THE BALLARAT BIGAMY CASE 

Thomas Wellington Committed for Trial 

Colonel Greenfield, and Messrs Whyles, O'Day, Carthyn, and George, J's P. presided at the City Police Court 
yesterday.  Thomas Wellington was charged with marrying one Clara Curtis on the 19th August 1882, at Howe 
Crescent, Emerald Hill, his former wife Mary Wellington being then alive.  Mr T. Anderson Robertson appeared 
to prosecute, and Mr H.S. Barrett (instructed by Mr Morrow) appeared on behalf of the accused. 

Mr Robertson having shortly stated the case for the prosecution, called the following witnesses:- 

Mary White said she was married to defendant on the 8th May 1857 (certificate produced).  On the 19th 
October 1888, she obtained a divorce.  The Thomas Wellington mentioned in the divorce order produced was 
the same as the defendant.  To Mr Barrett - She thought that it was in 1878-1879 that she first left defendant.  It 
was in consequence of Wellington's jealousy.  The trouble arose through a wicked neighbour, who poisoned her 
husband’s mind.  After she left him she believed he was told by a bad woman that she was dead.  She had not 
instigated the present proceedings.  She still lover her former husband.  The witness wept bitterly while giving 
evidence. 

The Rev. Joseph King, Congregational minister residing in Kew, said he celebrated a marriage ceremony on the 
19th August 1882, between a man giving the name Thomas Andrews and a woman named Clara Curtis.  The 
certificate put in was the one relating to the marriage.  The man first wrote the name Wellington, which he then 
scratched out, saying it was a mistake as the name was Andrews.  Witness made a note on the margin of the 
certificate relative to the alteration.  The face of the defendant was quite familiar to him, but he would not like 
to swear that it was the man who gave the name of Andrews.  To Mr Barrett - There was no confusion at the 
ceremony.  The man seemed anxious to erase what he had written. 

Mrs Miriam King, wife of the last witness, was present at the wedding of the parties named Andrews and Curtis.  
She could not identify the defendant as Andrews. 

Sarah Carter Saint stated that she knew Thomas Wellington.  He visited her in Adelaide in 1886 at the beginning 
of September.  He greeted her as his sister by marriage, and spoke of the decease of his dearly beloved wife 
Clara.  He said he had been most unfortunate in family matters, having buried two wives.  He remained in 
Adelaide for about nine to 10 days.  During that time he repeatedly pressed her to return with him, and take 
charge of her late sister’s home.  He told her that he was well to do.  He took he passage for her, and she 
followed him to Victoria about a week afterwards.  She took charge of his home on her arrival.  The defendant 
after spoke to her about her sister.  She asked him for the marriage certificate.  

He said he had lost the original one, and got a copy from Melbourne.  Her sister died on the 14th August 1886, 
according to what Wellington wrote to her.  The writing in the certificate produced was like Thomas Wellingtons.  
The other writing was her sister's.  Mr Wellington pressed her on three occasions to marry her. 
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To Mr Barrett - She was about 12 months with Mr Wellington.  She refused to marry him, and therefore he 
turned her out.  Her own husband was dead.  She had been separated from her husband.  She believed her 
husband was dead while she was occupying the position of Wellington's housekeeper.  She afterwards lived with 
him as his mistress.  She was compelled to do so. She would not have married him if he had been decked with 
gold.  She had about 30 court cases in Adelaide with her husband.  Her mother and three sisters came out from 
Cornwall; Wellington paid their passage.  Eleven days after their arrival she left Wellington.  She had not 
attempted to get money from Wellington since.  She claimed the property left by her late sister.  She believed 
her sister was known at Beaufort as Mrs Owen.  She found that her sister was not married to the man Owen she 
lived with.  She only lived a few days with her sister after she found she was not married.  At that time the 
witness was married and had two children.  She had been sent to gaol for 14 days over an assault case, in which 
she was charged with assaulting her sister.  There were other charges of assault but they all occurred the same 
day.  She instigated the present proceedings.  One of her sisters was, she believed, married to the defendant. 

Sergeant Charles deposed to the arrest of the defendant on the 23rd inst.  When he told him there was a 
warrant issued for his arrest for bigamy, he replied "I expected this".  He said he had received a letter 
threatening proceedings.  It was all done out of spite.  He did not see what good would be done by the 
proceeding, as his first wife was divorced and the second one was dead.  Witness read over the warrant to 
defendant at watchhouse, who replied that it was on 19th August 1892 he married Clara Curtis. 

This closed the case for prosecution. 

Mr Barrett submitted that when his client married the second time he was under the impression that his former 
wife was dead.  He contended that the whole case arose through the vindictive spite of Mrs Saint, and he 
trusted the bench would not send Wellington to trial simply to gratify the vengeance of a female like that.  Mr 
Barrett quoted several cases dealing with the law relating to bigamy, and having reviewed the evidence, asked 
the bench to dismiss the information. 

Colonel Greenfield said the magistrates were unanimous in the decision arrived at, and the defendant would be 
committed to take his trial at the next criminal sittings of the Supreme Court, to be held on the 17th inst.  Bail 
was allowed on one surety of £50, and the defendant is his own recognisance of £100. 
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Newspaper clippings related to the 1893 court hearing: 

 

 

 

The Maitland Mercury & Hunter River 
General Advertiser 2 Feb 1893 p7 

The Mercury Tuesday 31 
January 1893 page 2 

The Argus Tuesday 24 January 
1893 page 6 
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Divorce listing for Thomas and Mary.  Newspaper clippings related Clara Courtis soon after arrival. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
VPRS 5335 P0 Index to Divorce Cause Books (VA2549) Supreme Court of 
Victoria, Unit 2, Divorce 1885-1897 

The Argus: 
Thursday 4 August 1870 page 7 
Friday 5 August 1870 page 6 
Saturday 6 August 1870 page 7 
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THE  BALLARAT  COURIER  SATURDAY  DECEMBER 3  1910  PAGE 2 

OLD RESIDENT COMMITS SUICIDE 

ATTRIBUTED TO BUSINESS WORRIES AND INFLUENZA 

Always bright and genial Mr Thomas Andrew Wellington was about the last person from whom suicide 
might have been expected.  Yet it would appear that in a moment of relaxed mental _______ yesterday 
terminated his life in a most determined manner.  It has been thought amongst his relatives, that Mr 
Wellington, who for many years had carried on a business as an undertaker in Dawson Street, had 
experienced considerable difficulty collecting monies due to him;  being of an optimistic nature always 
enabled him to be superior to the worries of business.  His act of self-destruction is therefore at 
variance with his philosophical outlook, accepting the trials which life at times unfolds to all.  Latterly, 
however, he has been suffering from a severe attack of influenza, and to this is attributed his 
enervated condition which, combined with the previously mentioned worries, caused him to end his 
life. 

Deceased, who was 73 years old, went about as usual during the morning; at noon he paid a visit to his 
___________ , Geo. Taylor.  He was then in quite an amiable mood, and discussed the satisfactory? 
condition in which he found the horses in the stable.  Having completed his work in the stables Mr 
Taylor went to clean and dress for lunch  and ____________ deceased about half an hour later.  When 
he emerged from his room, he called him.  Receiving no reply he went into the ____ house and was 
horrified to find Mr Wellington hanging by the neck from __________.  The body was warm but life 
was gone..  A neighbour was summoned, and with his assistance Mr Taylor cut the body down.  Dr. 
Rowan was sent for but deceased was beyond the aid of the physician. _________ was then sent to the 
police and ______ Patterson and Const. Page took charge of the body , which was conveyed to the 
Morgue.  Investigations by the police showed that deceased had secured a rope to the rafter by 
standing _______ of trestles, from which, after he tied a rope around his neck, he jumped into a space  
and was strangled.  The circumstances were reported to the ________ E.J.Goldsmith. P.M. who _____ 
a magisterial enquiry to be held this morning.  The sadness of the event is accentuated by the fact that 
Mrs Wellington? is in a serious state of health.  The deceased also leaves two sons (including S. 
Wellington, undertaker) and _________. 
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THE  BALLARAT  COURIER  MONDAY  DECEMBER 5  1910  PAGE 2. 

An inquest was held by Mr J. Barker J.P. at the City Police Court on Saturday concerning the death of 
Mr Thomas Andrews Wellington, undertaker, who was found hanging from a rafter at his residence the 
day before.  The evidence added nothing to the circumstances detailed in Saturday’s issue of “The 
Courier”.  Mr Barker found that deceased committed suicide and that there was nothing to show the 
state of his mind at the time. 

FUNERAL  NOTICES  PAGE 5. 

WELLINGTON.—The friends of the late Mr Thomas Wellington are respectfully informed that his 
remains will be interred in the Ballarat New Cemetery. The funeral cortege is appointed to move from 
his late residence of Dawson Street South, this day (Monday), at 11 o’clock a.m.  By request, no 
flowers. 

Note.  I have typed these notices from photocopies of the above newspaper.    Copies were unclear and 
unfortunately the original newspaper was unavailable to me due to conservation concerns.  Some words were 
missing from the first two articles.  Where I was fairly sure of what these would be I inserted them.   Spaces 
(____) indicate where I could not do so and  ? after a word indicates  that I believed this correct. 

Patricia Smith nee Wellington   24/5/1997 
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This is an account from ‘The Ballarat Star’ December 3, 1910 
 

ANOTHER SUICIDE IN THE CITY 
 

AN UNDERTAKER HANGS HIMSELF 
 
 
Some considerable sensation was caused in the City shortly after noon yesterday, when it became known 
that the dead body of Mr T.A. Wellington, the well- known undertaker of Dawson Street had been found 
suspended from a rafter in a wash house at the rear of the shop.  From information supplied to Senior-
Constable Patterson by Mr George Taylor, a nephew of the deceased who was employed in the 
undertaking establishment, it appears that at about noon Mr Wellington, who took a great pride in his 
horses, visited the stable where Taylor was working , and looking at one of the animals, remarked, 
”Look at that glossy coat, George, it is a treat; he does you credit.” As Taylor had finished his duties in 
the stable, he told Mr Wellington, that he would go and get a wash and have dinner.  Mr Taylor then 
went into the house and that was the last he saw of his uncle alive.  This was at about 12 o’clock.  After 
dinner, which took him about half an hour, he went into the wash house and was horrified to find the 
body of his employer hanging from a rafter.  He secured the assistance of a groom at the Criterion Hotel 
stables, and got the body cut down.  Life appeared to be defunct, and attempts to restore animation were 
not successful.  In the meantime, Dr Rowan, who had been sent for, arrived, and found that life had 
departed.  The matter was then reported to the police, and Senior-Constable Patterson and Constable 
Paige removed the body to the Morgue.  There was a pair of trestles in the wash house, near the legs of 
the corpse, and it is presumed that the deceased, by means of the trestles, reached the rafter, fastened the 
rope around his neck, and kicking away the trestles, hung himself.  Mr Wellington appeared to be in 
good health, and bore a cheery demeanor during the morning but it was stated by a relative that he had 
been worrying a good deal lately over some outstanding accounts due to him.  The deceased leaves 
behind a widow and two sons and one daughter. 
 
The coroner has given instructions for an inquest to be opened at the City Court at  
9 o’clock this morning. 
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Newspaper Clippings relating to Sarah Saint 

 
 

 

 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Monday 12 October 1863 page 3 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Tuesday 15 September 1874 p. 3 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Thursday 17 Sept 1874 p. 31 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The South Australian Advertiser Friday 
3 December 1880 p. 9 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Monday 27 December 1880 p. 1 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Monday 6 November 1882 p. 1 

 

 

 
 

 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Thursday 30 November 1882 p. 7 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Thursday 7 June 1883 page 3 

The South Australian Advertiser 
Saturday 11 August 1883 page 4 
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The Argus Wednesday 21 August 1901 
page 5 
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